
THE GESER.il 07 THE JRJIY
Power of (he Commander-ia-CWef and

Secretary of War.

The Trouble in Our Military
Establishment.

THE PRESIDENT'S POLICY.

Haw the Eeadquarterg Came To Be Re¬
moved to St. Louis.

It baa been already announced in the IIeuald
that the Headquarters o. the Aruiy have, by re¬

quest of General Sherman and with the approval
of the President, been removed ironi Washingron
to St. Louis. The causes that led to this transfer
have aiso been briefly alluded to; but in a matter
of ho much importance it must be a subject ol deeD
interest to the people at lar.,-6 to learu more iu de¬
tail the circumstances that have induced the Gen¬
eral-in-Chief to retire from a locality which cir¬
cumstances to be stated made Vo lum most irk-
Borne. It may be briefly stated that the Secretary
of War took almost tho entire management of the
discipline and police of the mllita y establishment
into his own hutids, with tue approval of the Presi¬
dent, withont which it could not have been done,
the President being Commander-in-Chief of the
Army and Navv, and invested by acts of Congress
VYt'u discretionary power as to the duties to be
assigned to the commanding General. General
Sherman, having nothing to do in Washington, felt

a natural annoyance, aud concluded to establish
his headquarters in St. Louis. The command of
the army is now virtually la the hands of the Sec¬
retary oi War.

THE WAR DEPARTMENT
was established by act of Congress, approved Au¬
gust 7, 1789. It provided that there should be a

principal officer therein, to be called the Secretary
lor the Department oi War, who should perform
and execute such duties as should be, !roui time
to time, enjoined on or intrusted to him by the
President, agreeable to the constitution relative
to military commission or to the land or naval
lorces, ships or warlike stores of the United
States, or to such other matters respecting mill-
iaiy or naval affairs as the President should
assign to caid department. The Navy Department
was created in 1798, aud a secretary provided ior
In the same manner as for tlia of the military es¬
tablishment. It will be thus seen that the Presi-
dent has supreme authority in designating the
duties to be discharged by the head of each de¬
partment, and acy diminution of the authority
once established by regulations of either could
have force by his official approval.

SCOTT IN HOT WATER.
A few years after Scott became Commander

General ol the Army the war with Mexico oroke
out, and that faithlul old soldier was ordered to
Vera Cruz, and from thence he led the American
army triumphantly to tne capital ol the Republic.
Scott was not a favorite with many or the leading
Uemocratic statesmen o/ the south, and moreover
he placed under arrest Geneials Worth and Pll«
low and Colonel Duncan wuile in active service in
the flehi. He was recalled alter capturing the
City of Mexico, and General William O. Butler
Ttaa place in command 01 the Arm.v of Occupation..

a court of Inquiry, consisting of Generals Tow-
son, Belknap and Caleb Cushing, was ordered to
Investigate the matter, but It ended in nothing.
Meantime Scott's enemies were not idle, and the
victorious General ulmself exhibited anything but
an amicable disposition toward them. President
Polk and Mr. Marcy.who was then Secretary of
War were more or less influenced against Scott,
and on his return to the United States, lor rear-
sons that have never been fully disclosed to the
public, he was kept with his headquarters in Sew
York. It is stuted in his cuto biography that it
was at his own instance, in compliment to General
Taylor, then the nominee of the Whig party for the
Presidency, that he was assigned to the Eastern
Depan meat, and that tie Western Department,
with headquarters at Sew Orleans, was given to
the other Major General, Taylor, as m the time of
the two Major Generals, Brown aud Jackson, in
1315. who continued uown to 18-1 commanding the
divisions of the North and South respectively.
Bui the General Orders (August, 154»i issued on
the occasion, by direction of President Polk,
through secretary Marcy, make no allusion to the
wishes of scott on the assignments of himself and
Taylor to the Eastern and W estern Departments.
:uej simply announce that the President has
"itemed proper that the iermer should establish
hu headquarters at or la the vicinity ol New
Yfcrfc.

SCOTT DEPRIVED OF" COMMAND-IN-CHIEF.
The l'n-sident further ordered that to the duties

devolv.a,; upon the commanders of divisions by
the gfcu'-ral regulations ol the army were added
the duties nj ol ned u;,on the Commanding General
oi the Ar.ny, so lar as the same were to be round
applicable and all other lunctlons pertaining to
the General' ommauding-in-Chlei under army reg¬
ulations, wuuin the Uke limits, were also to be
exercised b>- me two Major Generals within their
respective divisions. This order clearly stripped
Scott ol tne position he occupied beiore the war,
as it made ray, ,r entirely independent or hltn and
his equal in all t -j octs. On the inauguration of
General Taylor a* President ol the United States,
though strain ussui. n,r the command ol the whole
army, scott couf.iiu d his headquarters at New
York, not being cab i to Washington, In conse-
quence, as stated m his autobiography, of the
personal hostility ol the rhief magistrate; but on
tae succession ol Fillmore, In 1850, the head-
quarters of tue GeLera.- n chiel were removed to
the seat of government, ^ ! there continued until
the accession of President pierce, wnen, as the
General again says, they wtr>- once more removed
back to Sew York. Hereto remained down to
his retirement irom active service in 1861, though
lus last ten months on duty w»re yent, in Wash-
ingtou consulting with the government as to the
most efficacious means to avert, ia the llrst place,
aud alterward to suppress the civ;, war.

At TUOKITV OF COMMAND1NO EHAJ.S.
There cau oe no doubt that up to -tie time that

Scott ieli into disrepute with PoU's admlnlstra-
tion the Commanding General did ac -.iiiy control
tae army, and tnat the secretary of ,s tr never
was authorized by the President or atu.npted to
exercise the entire power of governing 1. that has
been since generally assumed by that cabinet
Minister. Even in May, 1H4J, a year after mjoU'sreturn irom Mexico, a general order was is«u,.,i ijythe President rest ring him to the comuund oftiie army "and the duties in ad tnat reg.tr', itsdiscipline and military control, according to fcheWKuutious prescribed lor the guidance of theGeneral Cornuianding-in-Chlel." Regulation*" XiDoen iramed in 1*47, as stated beiore, deflniu*these duties, winch gave to t-hat officer the moA
ample powr-rs in the matter of changing the sta-\ions oi regiments and companies, ordering courts. \martial, ordering officers to uuty. Ac., witiiout thenecessiiy ol consulting the >ecn*tarjr ol War. Th*
iaot ol tne successful ..noris o( scott's opponenttending to lessen his authority had not the effectof removing the Adjutant lieneral entirely iromunder his control, ior General Roger Jones ire-quently made reports to the Lieutenant General,
as ins cliier, respecting recruiting, discipline andother subjects that came under the control ol hi*
oUlce.

BRANT IN WASHINGTON.Matters were in this condition when General
Graut returned to Washington in 18W. lie lost no
time In writing to Secretary Stanton, stating that
while in the field his lunctlons were never im¬
paired, but were lacliiiated m all essential mat¬
ters by the administration and the War Depart¬
ment. Now, however, he said, that the war is
over, "I have brouffhl my headquarters to this
city; i find my present position embarrassing aud,1 think, out ol place, in a lew words I win state
what I conceive to be my duties and my place aud
ask respectfully to be restored to them and it.

TIIK KNT1RR ADJUTANT OKNF.flAI.'H OFFICII
fi'iould be under the enure control of tne General-
In-t hiei ol the Army. No orders should go to the
nrmy or the Adjutaut General except through tue
Genorai-in-Chlet. Such as require the action of
tne J'resident should be laid beiore the
s-ecretary of War, whose action would
be regarded aa tnat of the President, in
unort, in my opinion, the General-lu-Oniof
*tan<is between the President and the army iu all
idliciai matters, and the secretary ol War is be-

between the armv, through the General-in-Chief,
and the President." These were tBe views oi Gen¬
eral Grant when occupying (lie position now In Id
by Sherman, mid it seeuis Secretary Stanton
nroinntly assured him tnat lie lull* approved oi
Ins views an expressed in this letter. At tli.i t time
tue subject wmi much discussed, ami soon alter
Oougreas entcied tli-i bill reviving tliu tirade ot
genera:, and provided that when commissioned
!»<» "may be authorized, under the direction and
during t lie pleasure oi the I'resideut, to comiiianu
t hi* armies of the United States." Prior to this
time General Graur, did not hesitate to make
orders to all parts oi the army, the Mllitsry
Academy and staff. and It was under Ins a.ivlce
thai the new regulations were compiled in lstts that
drew the lnii' more clearly b«tween the duties of
t ne Secretary oi War and the com mandm it Gen-
eral. Sherman status that limit assured him many

a tune, beiore being called to succeed hiui, that ho
wanted turn to perfect the distinction, and that it
was by Grant's express order* that Sherman, on

assuming command oi the army, ni.eo>Ocaily p aced
the heads oi stall corps in Washington in the exact
relation to the army which they \yould bear to an

army in the iield. Uue of
THK FIRST ACTS OK PRKSIPENT G It A NT,

on entering upon the duties of Chief Magistrate,
was to iippoint Sherman his snctvs^or. The oiders
is.-ued on th.' occasiou were all that the General-
in-Chi i could expect, had thev be-n adhered to.
They are dated Maicu l>, 180'J, ana rcatl as lol-
lows:.

Ily command ot the President General William T.
Sherman w ll assume comma i l ol tlie Annv <»l nie

l.'nliel tat^*. 'he chicle ot staff, com*. iJ j* r 1 * it* t s

ami l.ur auo will report to and act under l.'ic imm.' iaaj
orders o' ihr Urneral commanding the army All otiic.ai
I'U auesis winch hv law or rex ulatioii requiring the «cu< n

ol the President or -ocretary oi War will l"> i-it mil e I
IV itir General oltne Army l<> the secretary <»' " <ir a

In veneial. all r .. n Irom the l'rendentor Secretary£
War to any portion ol the armv, In. or stall will he
transmitted through the Oeneral ot the Army.

WHO COMMANDS TUE AKMY V
But a ultorr, time elapsed when the duties set

forth in the preceding order were entirely changed
as, it is said, to please the late Secretary Kawlins.
General Miertnaa was reduced almost to a cipher.
The only authority left In his hands was to sane-
tion the transfer of offices and the grautlmj of
leaves ol ahseuce. At length, in August, 1S70, he
called attention to the subject, as General Grant
had done lour years before. He remarked in a let¬
ter of that date to Secretary Belknap that "so
long as this is the case I surely do not command
tbe armv ol the Cnned States." In a very recent
letter General Sherman remarks "W rth us to-day
the law and regulations are, that no matter what
may be the emergency, the commanding general
in Texas, New Mexico and the remote frontiers
cannot draw trom the arsenals a pistol, cartridge,
or any sort of ordnance stores without first pro¬
curing an order from the Secretary of War in
Wasnington. The commanding general, though
entrusted with the lives of his soldiers and with
tne saiety of a lrontler in a condition oi chronic
war, cannot touch or be trusted with ordnance
stores or property, and that is declared to be the
law." A glance at the powers exercised by pen-
erals-ln-ctuei in past times will show what a radi¬
cal change has been effected.

POWERS OK TUB OOMMaNDINO OBNF.RAI..
By the army regulations oi 1 -t47 tne military estab-

llshment was plaoed under the orders ol the Com-
mander-ln-Chief in all that reirarded its discipline
and military control: its pen il arrangements were
to belong to the administrative department of the
staff. The tieneral of the Army was to watch over
the economy ol the service In all that relates
to the expenditure of money, supplv ot arms,
cothing, equipments, medical and hospital stores,
barracks. quarters, transportation, military acad-
eniy, pay and subsistence, la short everything
winch enters Into the expenses of the military
establishment, whether personal or national. He
win also see that the estimates for the military
service are based on proper data and made for the
objects contemplated by law and necessary
to the support and useful employment of
the army. Prior to 1847 the duties of
the commanding general were that he should
dispose or the military force in such manner as to
give protection to the maritime lrontler and to
the interior oorder. lie is to superintend the re-
cruuing service; the discipline and police of tbe
army; order courts-martial and give decisions on
all cases except when the Hie of an oOlcer or a
soldier is affected, or the commission of an officer.
It is his province to see that the laws and regula¬
tions governing the army are enforced, and that
justice Is done to all concerned. In his duties he
is assisted by the Adjutant General, through
whose office all orders are issued to the armv, and
the returns of Its strength made, as well as the
general military correspondence as to the details of
tue service. The commanding General is also as¬
sisted by inspector generals, who, under his or¬
ders, will inspect tne condition of the regiments,
corps ami posts, and inquire minutely into every
subject relative to the we.tare of the army, and
recommend such improvements as may add totho
comfort of the officers anu men.

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICB.
In all military establishments the adiutant gen¬

eral's office is* under the control of the General
Curamanding-in-Ctuef. It Is always with tue head¬
quarters oi the armv, and througn it, Dy authority
of the commanding' General, all orders should go
to the army. But unuer the r%tme that has ex¬
isted .or some time in Washington the Secretary
oi War has taken entire control ot the office, and
rules the army independent of any other officer
save the iTesident. In a recent report ot the Ad-
juiant General there is piven a statement of the
operations or his office, which, it will be observed,
takes in the direction oi the entire economy of the
nu.itary establishment. Besides the authority ex¬
ercised by tne secretary and mentioned else¬
where, detachments are assigned and lorwarded
from depots to regiments, stations are changed,
recruiting superintended, leaves oi absence
granted, measures taken lor the apprehension and
trial of deserters, miscellaneous correspondence
carried on with general and staff officers
and with officers couccrning accounts and
retnrns, claims examined and reported upon,
lunds drawn from the Treasuiy, books

of military regulation and instrnc'.lous and blank
forms lor muster roils, showing the strength of
compauies and regiments, and the military his¬
tory of each soldier distributed; Inquiries from
accounting, pension and pay offices answered;
c.iuris-mariial ordered; applications lor dla-
charge ol minors examined and supervision exer¬
cised over military prisoners wuerever conhued.
Of all these various luncuous. according to the
regulations oi 1S47, the latter onlv properly be¬
long to the War Department. The Secretary,
however, has highly important duties to discharge
in communicating witu Congress on ail subjects
relating to tne armv, in directing the surveys of
railroads and military roads and oi river and liar-
bor improvements, and in approving coutracts.
Congress comers authority on turn irom time to
time relating to matters of a non-military char-
actcr, and these, taken in connection with n Is
duties as a constitutional adviser oi the President,
afford aui*iie occupation loi his abilities,

HOW THE MATTER STANDS.
As the matter stands at present General Bher-

mau has no outies to perioral at Washington. If
he had lie wou.d remaiu at the capital. He has
no authority nor is tus position rccogulzcd m the
government ol the army. Orders go from the Sec¬
retary ol War of which General Sherman is en¬
tirely ignorant. In fact, it would be difficult to
imagine a more annoying position to a uian of
General Sherman's kn..wn anility, character ami
Independence than the one he has occupied in the
\\ ar Department, of course, the secretary of
War could not assume the authority hp does
nor ignore so completely the existence of the
General w ithout the sanction oi the President,
who by law has the power ol entrusting him with
such duties as he thinks proper; and It would
lurther seem that the act ol July -Z5, 1SB6, reviving
tne «;rade o. genetai, and winch comers on Hat,
officer the right, "during the pleasure oi the ITesi-
dent, to command the armies of the United
States," is not much regarded by the Executive.

akmy administration.
General Sherman in a recent article published in

the Army and JVaoy Journal reiers to a message
made in the i-rench Assembly by Marshal Mao-
Mauun, in wnlcu he submitted a project of law
with a report prepared by a board of generals on
army administration. He thinks the suggestions
of the President ol the French Republic are as ap¬
plicable to us as to the French, ine separation of
the administration and command, each indepen¬
dent ot the otner, which paralyzed both and an¬
nulled the dualism, was condemned. It was de¬
cided by the Hoard that this error should be ' pro¬
scribed" in the new military system. The report
then goes on a£ great length discussing the pro¬
visions oi the "new law," which is described to be

a radical chauge irom the o.d one on the same
suoject. w hue conceding to the Minister of War
in Paris the general control and sni ervisioa of the
entire military estaolishment, primarily, espe¬
cially of the estimates, or budget, and tin* great
depots of ju^ply, it distributes to the commanders
oi tne corps d'armCe in time ol peace, and Do all
army commanders generally in time of war, the
absolute command of the money, provisions and
stores, with the necessary staff officers to receive,
Issue ami account for them. The object of the law
lj to conler ou the commauder oi troops whatever

UBEKTT UK ACTION
the case demands. He has tne power even to go
beyond the regulations in circumstances oi
urgency and pressing necessity. The extraordi¬
nary measures he may take ou these occasions may
require their execution without delay, i he staff
officer has nut one outy before obeying, and tnat
Is to submit his observations to the i.eneral and to
ask his orders in writing. With this formality his
.spon nihility ceases, and the responsibility lor the
ttraordinary act falls solely on trie Oeucrtl who
¦ps tbe order. The officers aiid agents charged
.ii supplies are placed under the orders of tne
oral in command ol the troops.that Is, ttiey

a bilged, both lu war and peace, to obey wim
'

¦ Ingie qualification above named, ol first ruak-
in. neir obsei various aud securing the written
or i the case demands. General Sherman re-
mar mat tne French report .s well worthy the
stndv our army officers oi all grades aud classes,
und t ,-hes upon tne question ol military corre¬
spond e wnicn has been taken entirely out of
his Itar by the Secretary of War. Tne Freucti
jftiera. nslder whether the staff officer should
corresp. directly witn his cluei In Paris, sub¬
mitting , General copies, or whether lie should
be requiri carry on his correspondence through
Ins Genet* r> mat the latter could promptly for¬
ward tne c. inication indorsed with Ills own
remarks at onions. The latter is declared by
the board to . tie only sale rule, because "the
General shou ver be ignorant of anything that
is trausptrin* tiat concerns his command."
Genetai sherm uso remarks 'hat in tins coun¬
try, as in ira .. congress controls the great
questions oi » vr mil peace, makes all laws lor tne
creation aud gov«i ,.|,t of analog, and votes the
necessary supplies, \ aving to the President to
execute and apply ne laws, and especially the
harder task or limiti ig the expenditure oi public
money to the amouri »r che annual appropriation.The executive cower .< further subdivided into

1

the seven great departments, and to the Secro-
tary oi War Is confided the general care o tli c

in iii> arv establishment, and his power* are lurtiicr
subdivided »» to ten distinct and separate bureaus.
TM chiew 01 theie bureaus are under the iinine-
cliate orders oi tue Secretary of \\ ar, who, through
tuein, in fact,

COMMANDS TUE HIMY PROM niS OFFICII,
hut cauiiOt do no in tue Held.au absurdity in
military, n wot oivii, law. The Ueuerai 01 *hc
Army lulls t lie ioliowinsr pointed wo-<*>:."The
subordinates ol these stall corps &t>" aeparimeBis
are selected and ehoseu flora **.e army itseli or
Iresh iruin Most Point, and tao commonly construe
themselves into the elite, as made 01 tiotter flay
than tlie oommon soldier, ihus they sspHra'o
tli mselves more and more from thcr comrades of
tlie line, and in prcoeas ol time real ze the condi¬
tion ol thai old mllcer of artillery who thought ihe
army would t>e a deltghtlul place lor a geu'lenmn
if it were not for the damned soldier: or, better
stllL conclusion of the youug lord in 'llenry
IV.,- who told Harry I'ercy (Hotspur) 'that but
.or tnese vile puns he himself would have been a
Soldier.' Tins Is all wrong, utterly at variance
with our democratic form of government and of
universal experience: and now that the French.
irom wttom we hud copied the system.have ut¬
terly 'proscribed' it, I hope that our Congress
will follow suit. 1 admit In its fullest force the
HtretiK'ti oi the maxim that the civil law should
i-e superior to the military in time oi peace; that
tiu iirr.it should be at all tunes subject to the
<11 ec". control oi Congress, and I assert that. Iroin
th>* lormation oi our government to the present
dav, ti,e regular army has set the highest example
oi obedience to law and authority ; but lor the
very reason that uur army is comparatively so
very small I hold that It should be the best pos¬
sible, organized and governed on true military
principles, and that in time of peace we should
preserve the 'habits and usages ol war,' so mat
when war does come we may not again lie com¬
pelled to suiter the disgrace, contusion and dis-
order of 1&61."
APPLICATION FOR REMOVAL OF HEADQUARTERS.
General Sherman's application to trie War De¬

partment to remove tils headquarters to St. I.ouls
was made in May last, and the .secretary promptly
absented, with tne appro\al ol President Grant.
Nevertheless It woul>i tie nard to say wny the War
Office should be at Washington and the headquir-
tors ol the Commanding General at St. Louis. It
seems very difficult that they should act apart
without introducing confusion into the service,
and If the* are to act together in an emergency.
and it is only in an emergency that their a« tion is
of vital moment.they should be so situated a.s to
act together. The telegraph, however, will make
the two cities near enough. In reiereLce to the
authority ol the Secretary of War tue United
States Supreme Court has held that although it
may be true that "he does not compose a part of
the army, and has no duties to perform in the
'held," and that he is a civil officer and alt
his duties are civil duties, yet he is "the
regular constitutional organ oi the President lor
the military establishment ol the nation, and rules
and orders promulgated through him must Lie
received as acts oi the Executive, and as such lie
binding upon all within the sphere of his legal aud
constitutional authority.'' It lollows, therefore,
"that so long as the 1'reslilent and the Secretary
of War are In accord with each other the powers of
the latter, with reterence to the army, find their
only limitation in the constitutional boundaries to
the authority of the Chief Executive." From all
this it appears evident that President Grant pre-
lers his secretary, General Belknap, who is a sol¬
dier and tue son of an honored soldier, to rule ti.e
army than the officer who, by law, regulations and
universal custom, is the rightlul person to perform
the duty.

THE STAFF LEAVES FOR ST. LOOTS.
The following named officers, composing the staff

ol tlie (ieneral of the Army, proceed immediately
lrom Washington fo St. Louis:.
Colonel William D. Whipple, Atd-de-Camp and

Assistant Adjutant General.
colonel J. C. McCoy, Fourth artillery, Ald-de-

Camp.
Colonel J. C. Audenreid, Sixth cavalry, Aid-de-

Camo.
Colonel John E. Fourtellotte, Seventh cavalry,

Aul-de-Camp.
Colonel J. M. Bacon, Ninth cavairy, Ald-de-Camp.
Colonel Orlando M. Poe, Corps of Engineers,

Ald-de-Camp, is to remain in Washington, and ail
maps, reports of reconuotsances una olall explora¬
tions are to tie packed, marked and transierrea
under his superititeudance to the Quartermaster's
Department lor transportation to St. Louis. The
clerks and orderlies, seven In number, also
proceed to the new headquarters.

A FLUE AT GBEENPOINT.

Great Destruction of Property in tl»e
Eastern District of Brooklyn.Eiti*
mated iioaiei a Quarter of a Million
of Dollars.
Yesterday morning, as early as two o'clock, a

lire was discovered In a stable owned by James
McKenzie, situated on Freeman street, Green-
point, in the Eastern District of Brooklyn. The
neighborhood of this building Is surrounded
by a nest of tinder-box structures ttiat
lor a lone time had been the terror of the
neighborhood. The fire spread with alarming
rapidity, aud before It was completely sub¬
dued about thirty dwellings and bu-iness
establishments were burned to the ground, in¬
volving a loss of nearly $250, uoo. The fire was
discovered by Officer Shannon, and very speedily
the engines from India street aud Greenpoint
avenue were on the spot. A southwesterly wind,
however, sprung up and it was seen that the lite
was rapidly spreading. Serjeant Debevoiae tele¬
graphed to the Eastern District headquarters lor
taree additional fire engines. These, However, mu
their arrival, were unaoie to keep the lire in check,
and the tlames were rauidly spreading to tue
houses in Green and church streets and to
Beeve's iactory. All the premises in this part
ot the neighborhood had to be given up to the
lury of the flames. Tola obliged aoout tlurtj-lour
lamliies livin,, in tenement houses to abandon
their homes. Two box lactones and two mac.une
shops were also destroyed. Three more engines
were telegraphed lor, and by tne united efforts of
the firemen the destructive element was pre¬
vented irom doing any very great amount
or additional damage. The car stables oi the
Brooklyn City Railroad were at one time threat-
eued, out escaped with only $100 damage to the
blacksmith's shop.

THK ESTIMATED LOSSES.
E. C. Smith sustained the heaviest loss, his box

factory on Fieemau street, with the stock, valued
at 150.000, being destroyed, lie is insured lor
$iu,ooo.
The factory of Church A Reeves, on Green

street, with the stock, all valued at i35,uno, are a
complete loss, with tue exception 01 the fireproof
building containing the boilers. The Iactory and
slock are insured lor $25,000.
H. J. Lewis' lour three-story brick buildings in

Freeman street, occupied as faotor.es ol different
kinds, arc also completely destroyed, Ids loss be-
intf $24,000, on which there is an insurance ol
$ll,5uo. J. Hayes, a tenant, who used part of one
oi the buildings as a machine shop, lo t -s on stock
$12,000; insured lor *u,ooo. Mr. J. Dore, cabinet
maker, also a tenant, loses $9,ooo, there being BO
Insurance, and J. W. booth, a wood turner, loses
$3uo worth of tools, Ac.
Nos. 119 and 121 Freeman street, two brick

buildings, owned and used partly by Air. Hugo
Heir, wood turner, are burned down ; his loss on
buildings, machinery aud stock is estimated at
$21,000, while he is only insured lor $0,000. Car¬
man I'azell, stereoscope manuiacturer, occupying
the third Uoor 01 the buildings, sustains a loss 011
stock of $7,000; insured for $2,000. A. Storer,
model maker, aiso an occupant ol the premises,
loses $1, ooo; no insurance.
Jones A Eddy, sash and blind makers, occupying

frame building No. 12:1 Freeman street, owned by
James limes, loses $10,000; Insured lor is.ouu. Mr.
Mines' loss on the building is about $4,000. All
the sashes, windows, Ac., to be used in tue con¬
struction 01 the Thirteenth Regiment Armory
were being manulactured at this place and were
all consumed. Mr. Hunt, an occupant, loses $1,00.1
on picture irames, and Mr. Kokholz, furniture
manufacturer, loses $700. No insurance in either
case.

In addition to the factories consumed, as above
given, lourteen private dwellings were also de-
Btroyed. William Penny's three two story irauie
houses, Nos. 136, 137 and 130 Freeman street, val-
ued at $9,000, are a total loss; insured lor $4, *00.
No. 133 Freeman street, a two story frame stable,
occupied by J. O. ilayes, is a total lo-.s; no insur¬
ance. 'We two story irame bnnuing No. 141 Free¬
man street, owned by he-man <t flerr, is a lotul
loss; it is valued at $2,000 aud Is m.sured lor
$1,600. No. 113 Freeman street, owned by Jacob
lleibold, a three story frame, is destroyed; l -ss
$rt,ooo; insured lor $4,000. William Eastttck, a
tenant In the latter, lost# all his lurnituro; in¬
sured for $500. No. 145 Freeman street, a three
story lrame, owned by H. UiomendoilT; loss
$3,000; insured lor $2,500. No. 117, owned
bv John Morrissy, driver of No. 15 en¬
gine, Is a total loss; damage $^oo0; partly
insured. No. 116, owned by John H. Kicholz, a
three story lrame house, Is damaged about $200 ;
insured lor *2,000; be also losing $oOO in lurnlture.
Mr. Uusted'a residence, on (Jieeu street, adjoin¬
ing church and Reeves' factory, a t ree story
frame house, is damaged to the amonnt of $2,000}
luiiy insured, on his stable and woodhuu.-.e, wulcn
are a total loss, there is no insurance.
Six horses occupying the stable w ne re the fire

origiuateu were destroyed, as was also the build¬
ing. The latter is owned by Mr. McKenzie, and .s
worth aoout $200. Two of the horses belonged to
William Held, oyster truckman; one to Jones A
Edcy, one to Mr. Taylor, a carman, and me re¬
mainder to Mr. H. J. Lewis, a, read} reierred to.
Mr. Taylor also sustains a loss 01 <3.000 on Ins
irame house. No. 14s Freeman street, which was
destroyed, as also Mrs. Morgan, owner 01 No. mu
Ireemaii street, a twoatoiy lrame, a loss ol $u,000;
partially Insured.
One Hundred and fifty dollars In monev, elnng-

lng to John fiuyoer, a tenant In oneol tue houses
destroyed, was consumed, as was also $150 i.e-
longing to Mr. Ltppard, a resident ol No. 141 Free¬
man street, who, besides, was seriously burned
anout the lace aud hands trying to save his pi op-
erty.

casualties.
Morris Howard, a fireman attached to Engine

Company No. 15, Was badly burned about lie
h -ad, and Engineer .smith had his face blistered

on one snio.
Messrs, church A Reeves this morning con¬

tracted with J. 11. Woodruff, mason, lor tne re-
erection of their ractory, aud the work is to bu
commenced at oncu.

GENEHM BILES' EXPEDITION.

Progress of the Operations
Against the Indians.

ENCOUNTERS WITH THE SAVAGES.

Character and Position of the
Hostile Bands.

Camp on Washita River, i
Texas, Sept. 17, 1874. J

We left Gait Kort on the loth iust. (ttie infantry
aim artillery remaining about five miles northeast
ol our last camping ground) pushed forward again
and reacned W linepost Crock on the evening of the
snme day. On the llth we reached Me Lellan Creek,
where we rejoined the cavalry, which had de¬
parted Irom Mulberry Creek ahead of us, to on-
deavor and reach the train and hasten its arrival,
and loun that our command was one man less
than beiore, occasioned by the io»s of a private
ol Company M, Sixth cavalry, named
Pettijohn. This man and the first sergeant
of the company had been looking lor
some hunters aud were jumped by a large party of
Indians, wh succeeded In killing the private and
capturing the horse, oqalpments and arms, the
sergeant escaping. The poor soldier was shot
through the arm and leg and had a lance thrnst
through the heart. He had evidently been hastily
scalped, although thoroughly, the scalp being
torn from the right and partially over to the up
side, including the scalp lock, which Is, as Is now

pretty generally known, the lock covering the
crown or the head and covers a diameter of about
an inch. From McLellan Creek, on the 12th, Gen¬
eral Miles, with the cavalry, moved forward to
ascertain the canse of

THE DETENTION OP THE TRAIN
with supplies, it having been on the programme
that it should have been at Antelope mils, on the
Canadian, on the loth inst., and pushed rapidly
lorward until reaching this point, where the train
was. Here the cavalry, Ac., halted, aud supplies
were Immediately forwarded to the command in
the rear with the portion of the train left behind
to lollow up the General aud the cavalry and the
detachment still further away In the vicinity ol
the salt Fork of ltcd River. Tnese supplies were
much needed, although no actual necessity for
lood was experienced.
At the present writing the valleys of the Sweet¬

water, Washita and McLellan Creek are occupied
by the troops, and I understand that lrom the
Canadian to McLelian Creek will be guarded by
the lorces and held irom the Indians until suf-
flclent. preparations arc perfected lor the trans,
portation or the establishment of convenient
bases of supplies, to enable the commaud io
attack and loilow the savages wherever ttiev may
be louud. Meanwhile the command is recuper¬
ating and refitting, and 1 am convinced that, lrom
the thorough manner in which these preparations
are made, the Indians will long have cause to re¬
member the expedition which will probably re¬
enter the country now occupied by them, and
their ultimate subjugation is now merely a ques¬
tion of time.

ATTACKS BY TIIK INDIANS.
Lieutenant F. 1>. Raid win, Filth infantry, who

left Uattie (or Mulberry) Creek on the 6tn Inst.
wi'b important despatches to headquarters and
the mall, with three scours as escort, nad nuiner-
ous engagements with the Indians, at times being
entirely surrounded by them, and having to get
out vi ct arinls, this occurring several times In one
day, and when llnally the superior mettle ol the
horses rendered It impracticable lor the In¬
dians to again surround the pursued a running
flgnt was organized, and about liiteen braves
undertook the chase, In which half their nurnner
were worsted, being eituer killed or wounded, and
this nave the remainder a distaste for any lurther
Intimacy with the Lieutenant's little lorce. During
tne lurther progress or this party on the road to
camp supply Indians were lound nearly every day,
and on one occasion one was captured who w.is
ou outpost, he not having time to retreat to the
main bod v or Indians, anu evidently preferring to
run his chances of capture than tne gauntlet ol
snots tnat would have been his portion on an
attempt to escape. 'Iho party arrived at camp
Supply safely.
Company I, Fifth infantry, acting as escort to

the wagon train, m rout? to meet the command,
was attacked by the Indians on the 9th inst., the
tram corralled and an animated flgnt maintained
for three tiavs, during which time the miantry
made breastworks (the Indians emulating them),
and a duel ol rifle practice was had between tne
opposing lorces. The number oi the Indians is
estimated at Horn ^oo to 4to, and they were well
armed and supplied with abundance of ammu¬
nition. which they usel w.th such eifect as io
badly wound First Lieutenant G. Lewis, lnth in¬
fantry, mortally wound Assistant Wagon Master
Sanford, kill Sergeant lie Armand (Company I,
Futh m an try), aud wound a private oi com¬
pany 1, Filth Iniantiy, and a sergeant of Company
A, sixth cavalry, i he number ol

TUB KILLED AND WOUNDED
of ihe Indians can only ne estimated, and that
liom no accurate data; suttice it to say that there
were good marksmen in Company 1, and tne ac-
tion was at veiy snort range; consequently there
is ureal probability ol there being mourning in
many wigwams as a result of the light. The In¬
dians withdrew on the lnth, taking a southwest-
eriy course.
On tne liith Major Price's command (part of the

Eighth cavaln was a:so attacked by the Indians,
lrom which attack tney snortiv withdrew in dis-
gust at the pert.nacity of tne soldiers aud the im-
practicability ol making any successiul attempt to
demoralize the troops.
Another episode, although Involving no snedding

oi human g>re, was one ol intense discomiort to
the suivivors, and happened in this wise:.Three
scouts were sent out by General viiles, about the
27tu ult., with a despatch lor Major Price, wno
was expected to arrive at .Adobe Wads about that
date. These men, some littie time since, re¬
turned to this camp irom their intended tour,
their horses dead irom latigue and lack oi mi»-
tenanco and themselves not in a state oi plethora.
It must, however, have afforded them some satis¬
faction to find Major Price at tins camp and to
think that tliey had .succeeded in tindlng him alter
so protracted a search.

In iti.y last letter I conjectured that the Indians
had changed their position until they were betwt en
the command una Camp Supply, and the experi¬
ence of tne command wouiu justry this supposi¬
tion. Another surmise, however, is that the sev¬
eral bands ol Indians encountered were those who
have reeeutlv been depredating around tne Wash¬
ita Agency, and thai they led m with our column
while milking their \>av to tne Staked Plains.
Whichever conjecture may be correct, ol one thing
the people rnay be assured, that in spite ol all tiie
dniicuines encountered by the troops, tne large
amount oi stiiferiug and privation that tiiev have
endured.chiefly occ. stoned ny an lusultlclency or
superabundance of water.the soldiers have to
the uniest extent inculcated a wholesome lonr
into tne Indians, lrom which the best results may
be anticipated.

OUB INDIAN POPULATION.

The ftambers and Tribes, from Official
I)u(«-The Census by Twigs..Interest*
ing StitiitUi of Hostile find Friendly
Indians.

Omaha, Scpi.*24, 1874.
Little Is known by the general public of the

amount 01 our Indian population. I bend you re¬
liable Uuta upon the subject, gathered from official
Fources. Of course no Indian census can be per¬
fectly reliable. The strengm of tribes is generally
computed by the number 01 their lodges or wig¬
wams. and six sou:s are allowed to every loage.
The number oi warriors, or fighting men, to a trioe
is usually computed at one to every lodge, tbcftigti
In some bands tne proportion n greater, rising, In
exceptional instances, to an average of two and a

hall warriors to a lodge. The general rule is to
count one warrior lor every six Indiana.men,
women and children. Whore the census is. taken
at some agencies, by lamlilus or individuals, the
number present Is counted, and tbe absentees are

accounted lor by the head of each lannly bringing
to the agent a bundle of t wigs, each twig repre¬
senting an absentee. Where annuities In money or

presents are given it is tilt Interest 0/ the head
01 each lauiiiy to maku it large to increase his pro¬
portion ol receipts, and thus the census by twigs
Is not a reliable one. East of tilt Rocky Mouutalnl
th;re is an Indian population ol 1*8,415. Oi these

1 7.y73 are 111 Nebraska and bakoi a Territory, as

lollows:.
NtmilErtS OK TIT K TRIBES.

Winnebagoes, 1,612; Oniahus, 1,002; Otoes and
Missourias, 417; 1'airnees, 2,8ai; Hantee Sioux,
1,3M; *a<'s and Poxes, 01 Missouri, >2 ; Iowas, 240;
brult5 and ogad .1.1 Sioux, 7,835 ; cheyennes, l,8to;
Aiapahoes, 760.

01 these the Brul6 and ogiiiala Siotix, and the
Chejennes and Arapahoei are hostile. They in-

habit the country north 01 Nebraska and from the
Missouri Kiver on the east to the Powder Kiver on

the west.
!a addition to these there are In Dakota 28.034.

as follows:.Lower Brnlfi Sioux, 1.600; Lower
YanktomiHiH Sioux, 2,230; Two Kettle Sioux, "do;
R'nctiMt Sioux, l.^oo; Miuoccoujoux Sioux, 3,000;
Sans Am Sioux. 72o: Upper Tanktonnals 3U>&2,
2.4no; 1'ODca Sioux, 077 ; oucliapas Sioux, :,ooo;
Ogalialla Sioux, a.OoO; Yankton Sioux, 2,50u;
Wappeton and sisseton Sioux, 1,637; Arickarees,
l.ooo; Gros Ventres, 410; Mandaus, .*00; Assinua-
boiiies, 2,040. Oi these tue Hrui's, Bla'kieet,
Sans Are, ouchapas, Arickarees, Gios Ventres,
Mandaus and Assinnabotnes are li stile.

in Kansas, Eastern Colorado and W estern Indian
Territory are the Pottowatomles, Sues and Foxes

01 Missouri, Shawnees, Delaware.--, Seneeas, Kan*
«as or Kuws, Klcapoos, Ottawa*. Klowas and
Comanclies, Apaches, osatres, Southern Arapa-
hoes, Chippewas and Munsoes, nod Quapaws. mak¬
ing a total of 17,442. Of these the Kiowas and
Comancbea. Arapahoes and Apaches are hostile.

IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY
are the Creeks, cnerokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws,
Semluolos, Witchitas, Delawares and a lew other
trioes. ail friendly, amounting to 47,804.

In New Mexico are the Navajos, some small
banos 01 L'tes, Apaches, and Applies and Micrn-
bres, and the Pueblos, amounting to 20,o59.In Colorado there are 5,000 Utes.

In Montana there are the Flatheadl, Penu d'Ore-
illes and Kootenays. liiackieet, Piegans, liluod,
(iros Ventres and crows, amounting to I9,3t0. Of
these the Crows are iriendlv.

in Uiab and Wyominir are the Blioshones or
Snakes, 1U0 Utah*, a few Cics and mixed Shostio-
nes and Bannocks, in all 25,250. These ludians
are generally irienoiy.

In addition to these there are in Minnesota the
Cblppewas, in d"tacned bands, nimibertng 5, 7 1;
in Iowa wandering bands o! sacs and Foxes, num¬
bering 264; in Wisconsin wandering bands of Win-
nebagoes, 70o, und the Potiowatomies, numbering
650.
The Pawnees, rites, Shosbones or Snakes, Arlck-

nrees and Crows are the enemies ol the Sioux.
The Northern Cheyennes and Arapa noes arc the
allies oi the Sioux, by association and Intermar¬
riage with them. Fonr or live years ago apparent
differences aros« between the Sioux and the ciiey-
eunes and Arapatioes, and the latter made over¬
tures to the Suoshones to Join iheni against the
Sioux. Washakie, the chief 01 the Shoshones, plac¬
ing no reliance in the good laith ol the Chevcnnes
and Arapahoes, declined to entertain the propo¬
sition made by them, and the alliance was not
effected.

In 1832 a severe battle to >k place on the Chug
River, a lew miles south of the present site ol Fort
Laramie, between the Sioux and cheyenues and
Arapahoes for possession of the territory.

A TRKATY OF PEACE
was then made, wheu it was agreed that the terri¬
tory north ol the Platte Uiver should belong to the
Sioux, and that south ol It to the Cheyennes and
Arapahoes. In 1841 a leud arose In the Sioux
camp, and a considerable number of tne tribe ieft,
went south and ranged with the Cbeyennes in the
Republican River country. The seceuers were
given the name of the "Cut-off bands," ana now
number forty lodges. In 1S44 a social loud arose In
the camp of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes and Ho
lodges ol Cbeyennes and sixty lodges of Arapahoes
went north and joined the Sioux. Tbey constitute
wnat, is now known as the Northern Cheyennes
and Arapahoes. The chief man among tho sioux is
Red Cloud, lie is not a hereditary cruet, but a
successmi soldier, Who, lollowed St first by a few
adventurous spirits, has now, by success air, arms,

a retinae of 100 lodges 01 OgaUftioa aud i3o of
Br 11 16s. Spotted Tali is a Hrule, with a following
of 2'.0 lodges, lion Shell and Mau-.Vrald-or-llia-
Horses are minor chiefs, respectively, ol the
Hruies and Ogallalas. The principal chicf of the
Arapahoes and Cheyennes is Medicine Man.
The Sioux, Arapahoes and Cheyennes hunt In

the Powder River country and winter in the
Black Hills; a portion of t.ie UrulC-s aud Cut-off
bands hunt on the Republican River. The Repub¬lican Valley will, however, soon cease to be a
hunting ground. It. is already occupied by great
numbers 01 white men, who make a business of
killing the builalo, not lor rones, but. lor the
leather to be obtained from tanning the hides.
This nuffalo leather is superior to the leather made
irotn the bides of domestic cattle for all belting for
machinery.

WEST OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS
there is an Indian population of 143,705. Of these
there are in Oregon, cut up into small bands, 7.040,
all friendly. In Idano there are fi, 0+4, all friendly.
Of these tne largest tribe is the Nez Perces. num¬
bering 3,2u0 souls. In Washington Territory there
are 15,494 Indians, mostly In small bands, peaceable
or well disposed. In Nevada there are numerous
small tribes numbering In all 12,720, and all
inendly and peaceable except the i.oshriies, in¬
definite bands to the number o; 800 Indians, re¬
ported wild and treacherous.

In California there are 23,807 Indians of various
bands, all friendly except the Plutus, who number
4,000, and the serranos, a small tribe 01 115, both
of which are hostile.
In Arizona are the Yumas, Chemehuovls, New

River Indians, Cocopas, Pah-Utes, Jdojaves, Iitia-
lapals, Yarapais, Plmas, Marlcopas, papagos, Mo-
gins, Casinos, Tonto Apaches, Finals and Coyote-
ros and sierra Blancos. The strength of some of
these tribes is unknown. As lar as ascertained
they number 16,i00 persons. The Huaiapals, Yara¬
pais, Tonto Apaci;e*, Finals and ooyateros and
Sierra Blancos are hostile.the rest are Inendly or
peaceable.

In Alaska there are 62,400 Indians, of whom
20,000 a e Esquimaux. The Hydas, ukes and
Aw-.s are the hostile tribes in this Territory, aud
number in all 2, coo.

RECAPITULATION.
To recapitulate, there are:.

East 01 the Rocky Mountains 188, 115
West of the Rocky Mountains 143, 7o&

Grand total of Indians in the United
States 332,120

BEAUREGARD ON KELL9&3.
The Black League.A National Convention.A

Eeview o: the Political Situation
and Its CanB'.c.

General Beauregard, who with bis daughter has
been passing some lime in Canada, Is now In Now
York, on his return to New Orleans, his placc of
residence. Wishing to obtain his views on some
01° the questions now beiore the public, a Herald
reporter visited lam several times, with the follow¬
ing result:.

"General, at this time your views of the political
situation in your native state, with a Statement Of
the causes which have brought aoout ttic recent
popular upris'un agaiust the authority of iieiloijg,
would be of general interest."
"As 1 am disiranchlsed it is personally disagreea¬

ble to me to express an opinion on public questions;
therefore, since the war, and 1 have tried to avoid
doing so, us also to take an;, part in political
affairs, except on one or two occasions, wnen mv
leiiow citizens nad urged that 1 might be of service
in allavlng

A FATAL RACE HOSTILITY
that was being engendered in the State by a
wieKed class of political adventurers, wno lor
some six .years have made Louisiana tneir special
field oi operations. Nevertheless, 11 anything
I can say at tins particular juncture
can servo to give the readers oi the herald a
somewuat adequate notion ol the deplorable con¬
dition to which we are reduced, 1 cannot leiuse to
speaK, and will sav.First, That the movement of
Lieutenant Governor i'eun was due to tlie well
grounded conviction ol the whole people oi L 'insi-
una that they had no other means of escape irom
tne utterly ruinous tyranny and rapacit/ ol the
.carpet-bag' crew who hav seized political rule in
that State.a tyranny and lapaeityof winch no
one can lorm a jus; conception who has not wit¬
nessed their muitnorm phases upon tue spot. As
t;ie result ol a violent subversion oi lie will and
choice of a clear majority of tne people ol tue
.state, us expressed in the popular election oi No-
vc inner, 187-', the present state government is
without any honest claim to be considered
such a republican form of government as
the national constitution guarantees to the
people ol Louisiana. Thus illicitly begotten,
Its life is only malntainedby a pitiless
taxation to meet the greedy demands of the
numerous corps of officials who fill all places
under this odious rigitiw oi plunder. The wuole
executive legislation <md judicial administratis
oi the Mate is in the hands oi

accomplices in the crime
that Installed Keliogg as Uovernor, and who are,
therefore, able not only to protect themselves
Irom accountability but to prolong Indefinitely the
usurpation which gave them tneir places of power.
Thus there is established over us an impregnable'ring,' whose members virtually convert the whole
public revenue to their own personal uses, and
who are able, by legal lorins, to bailie every effort,
oi tue.r victims lo get reliet. Tue details which I
might adduce in support oi this statement would
liil a large volume. Until lSna Louisiana, under an
almost absolute military rule, rapidly began to re¬
cover irom the effects ol the war. New Orleans,
in 1880 the largest exporting city of
the Union, wns rapidly retrieving her
lost trade. New railways weie on loot
and on all sides wero visible the most encou-fig-
mg signs oi prosperity. But in ltjfis iin election
took placo, an election from ull share In winch the
most oi the white people, including tne great ma¬
jority of the taxpayers and property holders ol the
state, were rigidly excluded, and therefore the
machinery oi the state government, nominally re¬
publican, fell into the hands of a band of carpet¬
bag conspirators who hail no stake In the industry
or commerce ot Louisiana, men in no true sense
citizens ol the state, without character or social
or business hi. Hiding, and some even of whom
wore fugitives irom justice elsewhere. Tne lately
eniranchised colored people, credulous of their
proiessions, became the easy dupes oi these men,
and thus t lie State was given up to pillage. Too
negroes wero made to beiiove that unless they put
and kept these

ADVIX1TKER3 IV POLITICAL POWER
the blacks wool ! be reduced back itito slavery.
Further, that tue plantations of their former mas¬
ters were to be sundivided and distributed to tue
lute slaves who had worked them. In tins mau-
ner was deliberately raised tno firebrand oi raco
antagonism, coupled with the worst lorm oi the
spirit ol communism, with all the ill results winch
have followed. To give organization and lull
power w this spirit oi mlsclnoi, a secret society,
known us the "black League, " was lormed in all
parts oi Louisiana, as, indeed, throughout the
whole Soul ii. in Louisiana this organization, hs
It, largely constituted ihe militia mrce of tne smto,
was armed, while it formed an easily assembled
political club or caucus, rigidly disciplined, firmly
banned toiratner and thorouffhIT subservient to all

the alms and nchemes or the white adventurer#
whom l have sketched."

"l)o you believe, General, that there exists m
your Stute, particularly In the White League or¬
ganization. any sentiment toward t he lederul gov-
cruinppt wincti amounts to disloyalty »"
"That tnere is no such sentiment is conclusively

shown, tt seems to rut-1, Uv the readtuess and good
temper witti whicn the poweffttf movement of trie
people the other day, alter havintr suffered car-
pet-L,ag power all over the state. yieWJP^L f0

.VJfi I'u,ner|caily ie«bio m liiary authorily oi lieji-
..ThUii,rj'' wll° represented the Union."
'ine Ngw VoaK Herald, General, nas propose!

tr>, .k-
A national convention

Old t ir?.i)l'lp me fringing ulj0,n a perfect, good.
ni». I .

0D,'1"at|0U 01 1110 sections. Will you
P

..1 v! ^,,w'.iati0" tl,lnk woulJ be the result/'
8e® the proposition broached. If

ronsnpvttHu
WL're assem^ded ol t!ie leaning

country wm.l1"51! °', ,0ln P°ut|C<l1 Parties 01 tae

M(l! " .° ,or""t for 11,0 tl,De ft" rnor«

Hiiit- but o.h
ttllu 'ea' RrPU' 800,1 mighi re-

meaiure!" U0 K00j woala C0U1U 01 "»«
"Will you please explain how the Kellogg goveru-

men , as you apprehend, can perpetual itself?"
I lie usurping Legislature has enacted a law

f! ol all registrars 01 0 ec-
tions lulo the hands ol Kellogg. These men lu
turn are empowered to exclude any man tney
choosy troni the poll lists wuiioui appeal. He
aud Ills accomplices likewise make up the Ueturn-
ing Hoard, whose returns of elections stand utilin-
peaeliable. lleneo, as is verv plain, a law
grautiug powes ho anti-republican and
extiaordinarv co lid have ouiy Oeeu d e
vised lor improper ends, it will be s«
usad as to keep the wiiole mass 01 the iutcili"e>it
educated people 01 Louisiana trout choosing their
State authorities or representatives in Congi-asa
ludeed, so bare ace J a caricature ol popular* irovl
ernmeut was uev r seen, and 1 must adu that the
evil cannot be confine 1 merelv to Louisiana itul
other Southern status, lor history te.iches that the
way being shown how ill deeds are practicable
tue ex miple la contagious aud sure to be toi-
lowed."

"l

THE WfllTE I.EAflt'E.
' What are the clnei aims of tae White Leasrue

organization?" u»u"

"Keaily 1 know nothing more than is widei*
stated and explained lu the newspapers ol the
day. It nad its origin, however, in the most nata-
ral ol humau instincts, thai 01 sell-preservation
on tiie part, of the whole white population identi¬
fied with the prosperity 01 the State. Some or¬
ganization was absolutely essential In defence
ag.iinst the insatiate encroachments of the
thoroughly organized gang of plunderers
whose devastations hau already become
Intolerable. It was the natural measure
of seli-deience against the organization
ol the 'Black league, ' set on loot and liaudied by
tlie white aud black political adventurers in tho
Stato lor the perpetuity 01 tnelr power and the
oppori unity to appropriate the whole resources of
the white people, lu no way dia it aim to assail
the political or t-oclal rights of others, but to de-
lend those or the white people irorn utter extinc¬
tion. Under such circumstances as are unde¬
niably to be found In Louisiana the White League
sprang into existence Irom precisely tho same
human impulse that popular governments are
born from, while Its alms and its actions have
been lar more moderate and conservative than
those of the much commended Vigilance Cornmit-
the ol San Francisco, which in la.K) absolutely set
aside and substituted its own for the State and
municipal, political and judicial authorities ol that
city lor some time."

TAXATION IN LOUISIANA.
"Kellojrg now asseris that during his possession

Oi oil.ee he Iia3 effected a material re..uUon of
taxation aud debt 01 the state wuat is ycur onin-
ion in tais respect?"

'.1 am not acuualnted with his statements, but
nm sure he can establish nothing of the kinu. It Is
true the State Legislature decreed a slight reduc¬
tion 01 the percentage of tax.ition, but at bottom
It was a shallow device; for at tne same time the
assessors appointed b* Kellogg have and exercise
the powei to assess property at so high a figure
as to make tue total yield m money as largo as
belore. Tue rate of taxation in New Orleans Is
about Ave per cent: but all property at, the same
time (except tuat owned by these conspirators)
has been assessed at irom iwenty-flve to fifty per
ceut above absolute value, aud Horn this assess¬
ment there Is no appeal. To make the matter
more flagrant tnose invested with such power are
pecuniarily Interested in tue highest possible as¬
sessments, for their compensation Is derived irom

a commission upon the assessed value 01 property.
Further, the suifereis have 110 right 01 redemption
should their property be sold lor these taxes, and
the purchasers (generally partisans of Kelloggl
acquire lasting titles.

TUE DEBT OP TIIE STATE.
Belore the war the debt of the state did not ex¬
ceed $1 1,003,001) anil in lses some $13,000,000,
whereas, in 1*73, it had been swollen to the con-
lessed sum of $42,ooj,ogo. The debt, of the city ol
New Orleans, $s,000,000 beiore the war, about
$10,000,000 in 1868, is now fully $1:5,000,000. And
yet for so enormous an expenditure no return can

1 be shown lu the suape 01 public Improvements of
substantial character, while tne people have been
ruined by it. Belore 1S60 the expenses 01 the Leg¬
islature, for examine, did not exceed $2.10,000 per
annum, while in i«?3 they did not lall short of a

1 million of doMurs. T..e state printing, which in
lbtio cost not to exceed $5u,ooo, iu 1S73 was not
under $400,000. The Metropolitan police 01 New

I Orleans, paid by that city, costing formerly about
, f:ioj,ooo, without, any increaso of population, Is

! now costing $-oj.oco per annum, while affording
no real protection to the people so taxed lor tnelr
support. In 18H8 the State tax was mills,
winie in lK7-'i it was 21% 1111. is, based 011 an exorbi-

1 tant estimate ot property values, with a leariuliy
I depressed condition of tho ugiicultural and bust-

I ncss interests of the people. As for atiy alleged
reduction or tae debt of tho State Kellogg must
reier, not to any amount extinguished by pay¬
ment, but to that extinguished by

REPUDIATION,
This I know they have resorted to with a two-

i loid object..First, that 01 reducing the debt
! below the constitutional limitation, in order to

secure the warrant oi law for fresh issues of
| bonds, with ires.i opportunities lor pdlasre other-
I wise closed to them ; aud, secondiy.for tne wide field

| tuat such repudiation wul open lor speculation, lor
I then tney are to make tlie selection ol ttie bonds

which are to tie held valid and ol those which are
to be repudiated, in conclusion I desire to sar
tnat i have habitually casi my influence adversely
to all violent exercises of the natural rights ol the
people. I have advised iiubmlasloii even to the
audacious courses which have so long afflicted us
with the confident hope that in tno end the right

i would become apparent to the whole country and
I so prevail. The moderation which characterized

the late movement. I am sure, is already appre¬
ciated. and must invoke a general resolution that

a republican government shall be restored in
Louisiana."

A CAIiD PKOM EUWitf BOOTE
TO tiie Eniroit OF TIIE Herai.i) :.

l be8' t,ie Heiuld to nccept my most grateful
thanks lor its spontaneous aid to me extended
day belore yesterday. Your kindly and generotu
Interference for me In my troubles is what one
misht naturally expect from such a Journal.
Again 1 thank, thank von, and, through you, tho
New York Jlull aud all my friends of the press and
otherwise.

l am glad to feel that the public does not blame
me because ol the lato which seems to I'avc over¬
whelmed me. I am grateful to all my creditors, too.
If I sink it will belli a legitimate publlcenterpnse.
But for tho theatre I should have been rich. I
hope to fight through as soon as my health will
permit. I have had mv share of III luck; but it la
consoimg to reel that the public and press have
bound mo to them by ties of gratitude which can
never be sundered. Grateluliy,
New Yokk, Sept. 30. EDWIN BOOTH.
Let J>lr. Cooth Play in Sow York.

New Yokk, sept. 29, 1874.
To Tim Editor of tiie IIekald:.

I think If Mr. Edwin Booth, the actor,
should commence an engagement in Now Yonc
city ho wouid soon realize money enough to pay
all his creditors. I have heard some of my lady
li'icnds say that if he appeared they would go to
the theatre every mgiit. 1 think It a puv that the
embarrassments 01 so great a man should be pub-
IJslied to the world; but everybody knows ol tuem
now. and, as everybody sympathizes with him, 1
hope lie will be wise enough to take advantage ol
my suggestion. E. T.

THE RAILWAY MEW COS VENTION.
The railway men, who nave been holding meet¬

ings at the St. Nicholas Hotel, went yesterday on
an excursion In the harbor, which hail been ar¬

ranged by Mr. William 11. Vanderbilt, for the pur¬
pose of showing them the varlons possible points
of ireighr. delivery. Hence there ww no addi¬
tional meeting at the St. Nicholas. The next con¬
vention 01 ireignt agents will be held in Chicago
011 ttio 14th, and tne Hallway Commissioners will
meet at tne same time. Mr. Newberry, oi the

i Western Commission lor the regulation of ireignt
Tales lor Kastern bound ireignt, said that notmng

i liad as yet been done by ttio Commissioners, who
! li.td just organised. They would bo buy.y lor some

j tune, lie added, with preliminary arrangements
beiore discussing the new rates which niev are to
recommend to the companies lor adoption. Tlioy
will not raise the rates, except where It may be
necessary lor the porpo*o oi a Just equalization,
and in some respects they will probably recom-
mend that they be cut down. .

THE SKYLARKING HUMiCIDE.
Deputy Coroner Marsh yesterday, nttho Morgu<\

made an autopsy on the body oi Adau Hansen,
who received a fatal blow with a cleavor a lew
days ago while Hkviarklng with Jacob llaus, in
Jackson street. Dr. Marsh found a penetratingwound about lonr and a hall incues long in the rightsido ol deceased, commencing at a point two and
a half inches below the right nipple and terminat¬
ing at a point lonr lncnes above the umbi iicus.There was an opening in the peritoneum on-j and

a lull inches long, and there was also a wound in
the right lobo ol the liver one and a halt InchesI long. The Intestines were auglutlnated togetherli mil peritonitis. Death was due to peritonitis| loliowing the injuries. Coroner liickhoU wtil hold
an inuuest.


